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ABSTRATCLCT

The IMPACT OrF ORPHANHOOD ON THE ADAPTIVE
BEHAVIBR OF STUDENTS AT THE PRCPARATORY LEVEL

“Master Thesis" , Presented by OMAR ALl AL-MARRIDI in
partial fulfilment of the requirement for an M.A degree from
the Faculty of Education, Universily of JORDAN.

( MAJOR ADVISOR DR. SULEIMAN RIHANI )

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects

of orphanhood on the adaptive behavior of students at the
preparatory school level & to investigate whether the orphans
adaptive behavior differ with their sex as expressed by The

Minnesota Counselling Inventory.

Two major questions were raised:
1. 1s there a significant difference in the adaptive
behavior between orphan and non-orphan adolescents?

2. Does the orphan adolescent's adaptive be-haviar

differ with sex 7

The population of this study consisted of all orphan and
non-aorphan students between 13-16 years of age, registered in
the first, second and third preparatory classes in UNRWA

schools 1n Amman district, during the scholastic year 1984/1985.

For the purpose of this study, aorphans included were those
who lost either one of their parents or both at least two years
before conducting this study.

A random stratified sample of (520)adolescents (260 orphan
boys and girls and 260 nan-orphan boys and girls) was drawn

from the population to represent the following:

17 - Father orphan (110) 50% boys and 50% girls
2 - Mother orphan (110) 50% boys and 50% girls
3 - Both parents orphan ( 40) 50% boys and 50% girls
4 - Nan-orphan (260) 50% boys and 50% girls

The Jordanian version of the Minnesota Counseling Inventory
(MC1) was applied and the students were given instructions by

the researcher on how to answer in writing on a specially provided
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answer-sheet.
A4 x 2 analysis of variance wes used to analyse the results
of this study,
The results of this study can be summarized as follows:-
1. The results of Multi-variance analysis revealed signific-
ant effect of orphanhood and sex on the orphan adolescent's

adaptive behavior.

2. There was asignificant effect of orphanhood on oniy one
sub-test of the MCI, thal is the family relation ships

sub-test.

However no significant effects of orphanhocod were found
on the rest of the MCI sub-tests.

3. There was no significant difference between the performance

of orphan boys and girls on the sevén sub-tests.
4, No orphanhood by sex interaction effects were found
on any of the sub-tests of the MCI1,
AS the findings showed no significant differences hetween
orphans & non-orphans, this might be attributable to differences
in enviren mental effects, care condition, and cultural factors

surrounding the adolescent orphan.

As this study was restricted to orphans in preparatory schools
in the Amman Urban Area, It is possible to conduct similar studies
in other Urban Areas within Jordan. It is also recommended to
conduct studies on the effect of the duration of parenils death

on adaptive behavior through ithe stages of child development.
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